May 7, 2008

DEMOCRATIC SUPPLEMENTAL
AMENDMENT CALLS FOR ALL
TROOPS TO BE HOME BY DECEM-
BER OF 2009

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this
week Congress has an opportunity to
change the course of the war in Iraq by
supporting an amendment to the emer-
gency supplemental that would not
only direct the President to imme-
diately begin bringing our troops home
but would also force the Iraqi Govern-
ment to start paying their own recon-
struction costs.

The amendment calls on the Bush ad-
ministration to begin redeploying our
troops out of Iraq one month after it is
signed into law, with the goal of having
all of our troops out by December of
next year.

Another year of the status quo in
Iraq is unacceptable. April was the
deadliest month for U.S. troops in
seven months, and the political rec-
onciliation that President Bush prom-
ised when he implemented his troop es-
calation plan has not become a reality.

Mr. Speaker, this is a significant step
in the right direction, but for some rea-
son, congressional Republicans want to
once again send President Bush a blank
check. Blank checks have not worked
in the past and they will not this time.

We all know that there is no military
solution to war in Iraq. It’s time we let
the Iraqis know that our days there are
numbered.

———

TIME FOR THE IRAQIS TO PAY
FOR THEIR OWN FREEDOM

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, our entire Nation honors the
brave men and women in our armed
services who have sacrificed so greatly
in the effort to bring freedom and lib-
erty to the people of Iraq, and we also
recognize the sacrifice of the American
taxpayers, who have shouldered the fi-
nancial burden of this effort to protect
America.

It is now time for Iraq to stand up
and shoulder the burden of protecting
their own freedoms, and it is long past
time for Iraq to start paying its own
way. With the cost of oil, and the
money that Iraq is making on their oil,
they need to be paying, at a minimum,
entirely for their own reconstruction.

As we continue to transition from
American forces to Iraqi security
forces, we also need to quickly transi-
tion from the American taxpayer foot-
ing the entire bill to the now free coun-
try of Iraq paying to protect their own
freedom and rebuilding their own coun-
try.

Americans understand that freedom
is not free, and the Iraqi people need to
understand that securing their own
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freedom will require their own invest-
ment.

HONORING SERGEANT ALEX
JIMENEZ

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the service and sacrifice
of Sergeant Alex Jimenez and to ex-
press my continued support for Alex’s
family during this most difficult time.

On May 12, 2007, Sergeant Jimenez
and Private First Class Byron Fouty,
members of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, were ambushed south of Baghdad.
There has been no information regard-
ing their whereabouts since that time.

On June 27, the United States Army
changed Sergeant Jimenez’s status
from duty status whereabouts un-
known to missing or captured. We may
not know where Alex is, but he is never
far from our thoughts.

Family members like Alex’s father,
Andy, or his wife, Yaderlin, have
weathered agonizing uncertainty while
demonstrating support for their loved
one’s service to our country. We owe
them a debt of gratitude.

The community in Lawrence, Massa-
chusetts, has been extremely sup-
portive. A POW ride will take place
this weekend in honor of Sergeant Ji-
menez and in support of his family.

The Jimenez and Fouty families are
not alone as we all pray for the safe re-
turn of Alex and Byron.

Sergeant Jimenez put his life in dan-
ger for our country. We cannot leave
him or any other behind. I support leg-
islation to create a select committee
on POW/MIA affairs to help these fami-
lies learn the whereabouts of their
loved ones.

————
WE NEED TO STOP THE WHINING

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
it’s interesting to come down here and
to listen to the majority party, the
Democrats, talk about a new change in
direction for our energy policy or
something new to do about our troops.

News flash: Y’all are in charge.
You’ve got 230-plus votes. You’re in
charge. You can pass anything you
want to.

Mr. Speaker, we need to stop the
whining. Since they took over in 2007,
with a new energy policy, H.R. 6, our
gasoline has gone up about $1.50 a gal-
lon.

So here’s what I want everybody to
do, Mr. Speaker. I want you to go home
tonight and I want you to go to Home
Depot and I want you to buy some en-
ergy saving bulbs because, in their en-
ergy bill, light bulbs are mentioned 350
times, where gasoline was mentioned 6,
crude oil was mentioned 12. I want you
to go home, I want you to take those
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energy saving light bulbs, I want you
to put them in, and then I want you to
drive to the gas station and see if gas
has come down, because that’s the way
their plan is supposed to work.

You’re in charge. If you’re in charge,
lead. Mr. Speaker, we need some lead-
ership here. We need to do something
to help the American people at the gas
pump with these outrageous gasoline
prices and crude oil fixing to go to $150-
plus a barrel. Do something.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McNULTY). All Members are reminded
to address their remarks to the Chair.

———

GAS PRICES

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the price of oil broke an-
other record yet again, closing at over
$120. Families feel the impact of these
costs every time they shell out close to
$4 a gallon at the pump. In districts
like mine, where commuting is a way
of life, it’s forcing some painful sac-
rifices.

Our oil dependence has become the
energy albatross around America’s eco-
nomic neck, and I'm proud that the
majority in Congress has advanced
ideas for short-term relief and long-
term solutions. We’ve pushed for high-
er tax incentives for hybrid cars, ex-
panded the use of renewables and effi-
ciency, consumer protection to keep
the oil companies honest, and a time-
out from taking 70 million barrels a
day of oil off the market and putting it
into the strategic petroleum reserve,
the SPR.

What is the response from the Presi-
dent and his allies here in Congress?
Let’s go drill for some more oil that
won’t hit the markets for another 10
years, and let’s keep sending more tax-
payer dollars to the oil companies that
are already making record profits.

Most Americans would agree that we
cannot wait a decade for relief and we
shouldn’t send anymore of their money
to Big Oil. Let’s stop filling the SPR to
provide immediate relief and ask the
President to move with us into a green,
domestic, job-producing energy future.

———

HOUSING PACKAGE IMPORTANT
TO BOOST ECONOMY AND STA-
BILIZE MARKET

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, every
day between 7,000 and 8,000 people file
for foreclosures on their homes. In the
next 2 years, one in 33 homeowners is
projected to be in foreclosure as a re-
sult of subprime loans.
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